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4,  Summary:

Approval of the Coulee State Forest master plan is requested. A public
informational meeting was held and the plan has been circulated for
review to various individuals, groups and bureaus. The E.I.A. was
approved 12-8-77. s

5. Fecommendation: That the Board approve the proposed master plan which
will provide the direction for management and deveioompnt of this state
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CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM STATE OF WISCONSIN _°
Date: December 5, 1978 File Ref:

To: Anthony S. Earl - 14

From: M. E. Reinke
WGP~

Subject: Approval of the Coulee State Forest Master Plan

We are pleased to report that the Coulee State Forest Master Plan has
been completed and awaits final approval by the Natural Resources Board.

A public informational meeting was conducted in LaCrosse County at West
Salem, Wisconsin in January 1978 and written comments and suggestions
were accepted following this meeting. Copies of the proposed plan were
also mailed to concerned individuals, groups and advisory councils for
their comments and suggestions. Changes were subsequently made in the
plan following these inputs.

On October 31, 1978, copies of the revised plan were again sent to the
concerned advisory councils and Department Bureaus for further review
and comments with appropriate changes made in the plan.

In summary, the master plan provides for:

A. Six land use classifications:
Scenic areas, demonstration and/or experimental areas, forest
production areas, mineral extraction area, equipment storage site
and a natural area.

B. Development:
Forestry activities include an annual harvest of 25 acres of sawtimber;
cultural treatment of 30 acres per year; an average annual tree
planting schedule of 7 acres and .5 acres of game shrubs per year.

Recreational development is designed to accommodate only non-
motorized, extensive activities. These include hunting, hiking,
skiing and horseback riding. :

Roads to the interior of the property have been gated to exclude vehicular
travel. A parking lot has been constructed on the eastern side of the
property and one is planned for the west side.

An important element governing the management of this property is the
lease with the U.S. Forest Service for forestry and watershed research.
This had to receive consideration in development of the master plan.

The Environmental Assessment Screening Worksheet has been approved by
the Bureau of Environmental Impact. An Environmental Impact Statement
is not required because proposed management activities are minimal and
will not significantly affect quality of the human environment.

AD-75



Anthony S. Earl - December 5, 1978 2.

We are confident that to the extent possible this plan accommodates all
interests expressed by the various groups, organizations and councils
that assisted in the development of the plan.

Approval of the Board is requested.

cc: J. Scullion - 14
M. E. Reinke - 8
G. Yande Hei - 8
A. Kubiske - 8
J

. Lissack - Eau Claire
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Department of Natural Resourcas
~ Box 7921
Madison, Wisconsin 53707

COULEE STATE FOREST
MASTER PLAN PROPOSAL

A.  BACKGROUND

History of the Coulee Experimental Forest

The Coules Experimental Forest is a unique entity in Wisconsin. Most state forests are primarily
used for the growing of recurving forest ¢rops along with other multiple use benefits and were
acquired through grants, acts of Congress and througn normal acquisition. Tne CEF was ourchasad by
the state to provide land for long-term research studies to be conducted by the U.S. Forast Service.
The nature of the studies was to investigate forsst watershed praoblems and develop forest and land
management practices designed to reduce water problems and improve forest yields.

The unglaciated portions of southwestern Wisconsin, southessiarn Minnesota and nartheast lowa, the
"Oriftiess Area”, have lang had numerous land and water resource management problems. Federal
government agencies have accomplished much on the agricultural lards. However, the forest and
nonagricultuyral lands had been largely igncred. Recognizing the nesd for ressaarch information in
order to properly treat thess Jands, the Wisconsin Forestry Advisory Committee in 1938 recommended
a research center for the area. The Wisconsin Conservation Commission sought out the U.S. “arest
Service Research aorganization, resulting in & memorandum of understanding batween the two agenciss.
The Cammission would buy and administer the land ard the Forest Servics wouid conduct the research.
The original acreage goal was about 3,000 acres. .

Some 80 sites werea examined by Lake States Forest Exzeriment Station gersonnel saeking an area
reprasantative of the 7.5 million acres of Oriftless Area. 3y 1958, a suitable tract of land had
been selected in LaCrossa County wnich had the "mix" of aspects, slope, land use and forested
acreage desired. The LaCrosse field unit of the Lake States Experiment Station was established that
year. Research operations wers conducted under the original lease until 1972 when a new 13-year
lease was negotiated. The Lalrosse field unit office was closad by the U.S. Forsst Service on
Qecember 31, 1975. One experiment is being coniinued througn U.S. Forest Service-Oepariment of
Natural Resourcas cooperation.

Land acquisition began in 1958 under the direction of the Black River State Forest manager, Slack
River Falls. A formal dedication of the forest was held in June, 1560. Lland purchases ceontinuad
through 1964. Administration of the lands was vested in the Black River Stats Forest manager until
1970 when this responsibility was transferrad to the arsa foraster, LaCrosse. Acreage of the forast
now totals 2,371.7.

Current Management Activities

Land use and managsment is coverned by the original purpose of acquisition, namely farest and
watershed management rasearch. A s2condary objective is menagement of the property 25 a stata
forest. Cartain areas nave bean designated to raceive specific “rzatment designed fo maintain the
characteristics nscessary to meet research abjectives. zxamples are continued grazing of smail
pasture areas and maintaining of open Tand in that condition. <Compatibility of managemant o
rasearch nesds nas been paramount.

Activitias include timber sales, tree slanting, nay narvesting for open land maintenmance, annual
wildlife nabitat-access road mowings, property administration and maintenence, and some rasearch on

nardwood diseases baing conducted by the U.S. Forest Servica rssearchers of the North Central
Faorast Experiment Station.

Jse of the property by fhe general oublic s for hunzing, scenic driving, hiking, cross-country
skiing, berry oicking and horseback riding.
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8. GOAL AND OBJECTIVES

1. Goal

To maintain a land area for experimental work in forest and watershed management and for growing
recurring forest crops while providing for watershed stabilization, extensive forms of outdoor
recreation, wildlife and scenic values. .

2. Chjectives

1. To provide areas necessary to the conduction of forest and watershad ranagement research by the
Department of Natural Resources and by the U.S. Forest Service as sat farth in the current
lease agreement {see Appendix A). Research use by other state and federal agencies for similar
purposas would be allowable, provided there is no conflict with othar facets of this mastzr
plan.

2. To harvest an average of 2% acres of mature timber annually (.008% of farest arsa), while
providing for stand regeneration and maintaining watershed stabilizztion. Merchantable timber
damaged ar destroyad by insects, disease, fire or weather conditians will e salvaged. OQuring
narvest ar salvage operations and in other silvicultural work, all research findings will be
utilized to meet this stabilization objective.

3. To continue and maintain extensive day-use recreational activities compazibie with the main
goal of the property and accommadating apgroximately 4,000 man-days of such activities per
year. Allowable activities may include hiking, hunting, cross-country skiing, hcorsaback
riding, education, nature study, and other compatible day-use activitiass.

4. To protect scenic values on the forest through the use of scenic zoning.
5. To improve wildlife habitat by considering th

this facter in carrying out forestry activities,
olanting wildlife shrubs anc mowing access trai

Is.

C. MANAGEMENT POLICIES

It shall be the policy of the Oepartment to maintain the Coules Experimental Zorest to meet the objectives
as staved in Section 8 of this plan. The following comprehensive management policies have been formulated
to mest these objectives:

Research Policy -- To maintain the property for forestry and watershed rassarch in the spirit and
manner of the Wisconsin Depariment of Natural Resources - U.S. Forest Service lease agrserent.

forast Management Palicy -- To manage the farastland using the Silvicultural Handbaok menagement
recommendations for the species inveived. The full-range of management practices will bda used as
nesded. Modifications of recommended practices will be used as necessary %o mest resaargh, recreational,
and scenic zone management objectives.

Recreational Policy -- To gravide for extansive day-use activities by araviding tne lana base for
permitted activities. Motarized venicuiar use will be restricted %o public roads. Supgort fac-
ilities for the racreationist will be limited to signing, acczss, parking and similar minimal
needs.

Scenic Zong Policy -- To pratect and 2nhance the scenic values existing on the forest within zhe
biolagical limitations of the vegetational types present.

0. RESQURCE CAPABILITY
1. Soils and Geolagy
A. General Description

The forest is Tocated in the westarn upland physiograshic ra2gian of Yisconsin, bast de
as a afssectzd Timestone cuesta. Ridgas, zently roundec and of uiniform slevation, arz
by narrow vaileys with stseply sloping hilisides. Tne ridges are capoad with Lower Mag
dolomite underizin by sofi, nighly ercsive Upger {a2mbrian sandstons. Rock $trata are ne
Aorizontal. A layer of windblown si1tf covers =he area varying in 4dapth fo a maximum of

12 feer. Verticzl dreo from ridgetop =0 mainstream valley i3 normaily about 300 Fezetw, wi
2s¢

maximum kngwn alavaticn on the Tar at 1,374 feet. {See Map, Appendix 3)
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Fayette and Oubuque silt Toams predominate on the ridges and upper slogpes witn Fayetzs {valley
phase) and Gale silt loams, Hixton sandy loam and Gaje-Rixton compiex covering most of the
lower elevations. There are small areas of Port 8yron, Lawson and Huntsville, and Cnaseburg-
Judson silt loams, which arz excallent agricultural-type soils.

Soil depths vary within the Dubuque soils from 10 to 42 inches, the Gale silt loams from 20 to
40 inches deep, Gale-Hixton complex 24 to 43 inches, and the remaining types fram 42 to 60
inches in depth.

2. Mildlife Management

A

Wildlife Population and Trends

In recent years, deer population has been good and the squirrel, ruf?ed grouse and raccoon
populations fair. Fox populations vary considerably from year to year. Rabbits ara scarce.

The white-tailed deer spring population averages from 5 to 10 deer per square mile of deer
range and from 1Q to 13 in the fall. Average annual harvest is approximately 3.5 desr per
square mile of range or 13 to 20 deer for the forest. FPoaching is considared to be 3 cons-anz

drain on the herd.

Squirrel popuiations are somewhat cyclic, depending to some axtant on mest production

Ruffed grouse should maintain a fair population, the trend being toward a ra“her stasle si-uatian.
Wildlife Habitat Condition and Trends

Prior to the establishment of the forasi, the arsa was either cropland, 2asture cr woodland.
Most woodland was grazed rzducing food and caver for wildlife. Cassa=ion of these agricultural
oractices improved habitat. The addition of conifer cover and increases in “rz= and bru:n
reproduction have significantly improved habitat. Sereficial wildlifa shruds such as sumac,
gray dogwood, wild apple trees and plum trees ars present on the forast. Saveral age L11'3
07 aspen ars presant.

es
Smell scattered, brush areas are converting to tree ccver with 2 raducticn in edge arez. This
is mitigatad somewhat by the edge maintaired around plantatians.

Habitat conditiens for ruffed grouse and squirrels are good. Deer hasitat appears to be
imgroving.

1{

Wildlife Management B

Wildlife management will be integrated inco all management activities on tne fo
ularly forestry cractices. Thesa vegetative manipulations afford zhe grnate st
increase or sustain widlife populations. Same species are present in sufficia
warrant management. &mpnasis will be given to forest Jame species.

rest, partic-
sopertunity o

nt numbars to

Layout and design of harvest arezs will include consicaration for increasing wildlife-valuabie
‘2dge” and ihe maintanance of den trees. Intermediace cut®ings, by ailowing lignt tc the
forest floor, will increass the emount of availabie wildlite food plants and cover. Cuttings
in the aspen types, found scatterad throughout the “arest, will be dasigned to grovide &
scattering of age classas, thereby promoting ruifad grousa and dasr gopulatians.

Snrub plantings will be estabiished by wildlife gersornel to add ta the diversity of faoa and
cover available to wildlife. A limited amount of small ooenings maintenance is Seing consiasrad
in two 2reas where heavy concentrations of undesivable species (both to wildiife and forestry
interesis) is taking place.

rnual mewing of nine mites of game trail-access-firebreak maintanance will e accomnlisned.
his provides openings 1ba,~e=n plantation and natural forest), adge and huntar zccass all at
he sazme time.

cr -4 2a

3, Forest Caver

Original Cever

According to nistorical accounts, tha arza in southwest Wisconsin near LaCrosse hag very

Tittle wooded caver. Thne early cover Ivpe would have been oak-nickary. As =arly as 1783,

there wers oniy scatisred groves of ifrass reooriad and firss were common by che [ndians “or
driving game. ‘when settlers began arriving n 1355, material 7or :he buiiding of caoins was
scarca, Yet it is reportad that ricges and watsrcourses wera neavily wocced Ty 1913, asoarantiy
naving oeen allowed t3 grow up ather the coming 97 zhe setsl This corressonds G tne

czmmon 2g¢es 27 timber founz in the ares 2t Jresant.
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8. Prasent Cover

The forest is pradominately oek type iwth a few northern hardwood, aspen and hirch stands.
Other hardwood species present include basswood, white ash, hard maple, hickary, American and
red elm, butiernut and cottonwood. A small amount acreage-wisa of conifar tyze has teen
established, mostly in red pine, white pine, and Eurcpean larch. Other conifers, mostly

in small research plots, include white pine, white and Morway spruce, European larch,
ponderosa pine, red cedar, jack pine and Scotch pine.

There is alse an upland brush type which is slowiy ccaverting to forest, a portion being
maintained for game habitat.

Approximately 12 percent of the forest is in a grass type comorised of former crop and
pasture land. Though small in acreage, the grassy, south and west-facing slopes called
"goat prairies" are an important scenic aspect of the forest landscape.

C. Site Quality and Potential

A complete range of site gualities exist on the faorest. The great majority of sites are
medium to good. These support good stands of sawtimber and z0les, depending to a great
degree on past management practices. The potantial of these sitss 1s sawhtimber mazerial.

The poor sites show little potantfal for other than pulpwood material. Tneir aspect is
generaliy south or west, typically with shallow soils. Since site quality is tiad %o

legging chance and opzrability on the forest, thess sitas show little potantial for oroduciion
of wood products. From & watesrshed standpoint and for scenic and esthetic reasons, mainienance
of forest cover on these si<es is important.

Pocr non-forest sites are generally esthetically pleasing and add variety to the area.
They arz generally not suitable for reforestation.

Water Resources

Thera are no streams or lakes on the forest, howavar, there are ssveral small Springs scattered
throughout the fcrest. They occur at scattersd locations and are ¢lassad as gravity contact
springs. Most fluctuate grsatly in base flow {10-200 gallons per minute) with eariy spring
being the period of greatsst output. None provide enough water for fish management pyrposes or
water-pased recreation on the forest, but they do fzed several trout streams. Such sireams as
the Russian Coules, Pleasant Valley and Bostwick Cresks are all dependent upon spring sources
e maintain cool summer water temperature.

Aistarical and Archaesological Features

There are no Xnown structurss or sitas present ¢n the forest. There ars natural
as rock gutcrops and “"goat arairies" which are quite interesting but have ‘ittle s
seyond that.

fgatures such
ignifi

atur
gnificance
Cwnership

Current acreage within the 20proved oroperty boundary is 2,371.7 acres. [t is all owned in
fza.

Currant land use s governad by the original property objeciive and more recany statements oOF
ohjectives. Hence, certain arsas were set aside for watershed rzsaarch purpgses, with the
balance to be managed as state forsst, providing ihe uses were compatible.

Two-hundrad and Tifty-Tive acres are in land-use agreements with local landowners as {oliows:

&,  Agricuitural use in 2xcnange for ingress-zgress 52 acrszs. This acra2zge is axpectad fo
drop to approximataly 20 acres within three vear

3.  Agricultural use for rasearch ourpases - 54 acres. Necsssitated by curvent research,
“his use is expectad to fzrminate prior to 198G.

Agricultural use %o maintain open spacz - 139 acras. Due 10 pianting, fhis w~ill be
reduced to 120 acras.

[}

Agricultural use includes the groduction of row crops, "3y narvesting, and nasturs.

The remainin

Te ber sale completac and athers olanned
as cer “he forest re 71
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7. Present Use

Much use is made of the property for hunting and scenic driving with some hiking and trail riding of
horses in early fall. Cross-country skiing use is increasing.

gstimated annual public uses, in occasians, are as follows:

funting 300
Scanic driving 300
Hiking 200
Horseback riding 200
Croass-country skiing 150
Miscellaneous 300

3. Land Use Potential

See master plan map.

Map Symbol
SC The scenic areas contain a variety of cover types. They ar2 each hisected Tangthwise
by 2 public road and will be managed for aesthetic purposes.
R01 The demonstration and/or axperimental areas were salectad by the U.S5.7.S. far the following

reazsons: variety of aspects of tha terrain; physical characteristics resulting from former
land uses; variety of cover types.

QD3 The forest production areas consist of mainly oak types znd contain 80 acres of pine type.

RCy An 01d limesZone quarry.

ADy The eguipment storage site contains a building wiich is used for storage znd a house with
lifetime residency.

NA1 This is a heavily stockad, two story cak sawtimoer stand.

£. RESOURCZ MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS

Law enforcement is a problem cn the forest as there is no rasidsnt DNR employe on the properity. Also, it
is near LaCrossa with 1ts large population and has road access to a large, relatively isolated lang ares
in the center of the foresti. These Tactors are conducive to uncontrolled vehicuiar travel, with attandant
resource damages, and much use of the area for beer parties and other activitias. Litter and unautherizad
fires are common.

Much nigh value butfernut sawtimber has and is being Tost to an unknown diseasa. Sincez all agas arg
affected, future resource losses are apparent. The forest is one of sevaral sites in Wisconsin where
field invesiigations into the cayse of the disback s being conducted. Lossas of rad oak to ths oak wilt
fungus varies from year to year but orogressaes more siowly. Controls are known but are not sconomically
feasibla in & Torest situation.

The foresi has twelve miles of boundary, all against privately-owned land with ninateen separats owners.
Seven and one-half miles is fenced, of which the ONR is bound by agresment %o maintain one and ane-nalf
miles. Adjacent owners are bound by agrsement to maintain two milas and the remainder is presumed o be
fifty-fifsy maintenance. Three quariars of a mile need Tencing at this time. The whole boundary fzrca
situation on this rough tooography property prassnts a management proclem.

F. LONG-RANGE RESDURCE AMO RECREATION NEEDS

1. Farast Managemen*

A complete an-the-ground fTorest reconnaissance was completed on the forest in 137i. I[f is scheduled
to be updated as work is accomplishad and re-done at ten-year intervails. This reconnaissancs details
the prasent foresi caver and outlines recommended forest management practices to improve the quantity
and quality of the forest. At the same time, the hydroiogic qualiftizs of the land will =2e maintained
and improved.

Forest management oractices will include timber narvest, btoth for intarmediats cuttings o maintain
growth and as regeneration cutzings. Timber stand improvement oracticas are requirsd in some sery
young stands to “weed out" poor quelity stems, concentrating growth on larger, well-formed 4reas
destined to be the futurs timber crop, Zoth in conifars and nardwocds. Pruring of conifers t2
improve stem quaiity is also nesced.

Trae planting in cpen and understocked areas where necassary would also ze zccorolisned. Estaolishment
of desirable %rea cover a9n procductive siies snnancas forsst oroduction and wildlifz nabitat.

Sincs the primary purposa af stata forest jand is for the cractice of silviculture and the growing

of recurring timber craps and because v i3 proper stewardship oF land o do so, it is imporiant

that these oracticas be underfaken. The orogerty nas been and will be usad 2750 as 3 demonstration
area Tar foresiry and watarsned managsment praciicas so they should Se compieted 2s needeqd,



2. Resource Protection

The steep tepography and easily erodeble soiis on the forest requirs the protection of vegetative
cover. Indiscriminate vehicular use, particularly on old trails and the open ridgeland, requirss
control. Such use on moist or wet soils, as uysually accur during spring and fall seasons, rasulf in
“"rutted”, multiple tracks across the landscape.

Fire protection fTor the farest is basic to all activities. Wiidfire impairs the value of the land
for forest products, disrupts the hydrologic benefits involved and reducas the scenic values. There
are several areas of con1rers, second only to grass in flammability, where cansiderable value in
establishment costs and future product values are involved which warrant increased protection.

It is imperative that this land area be protected and managed in order that it is available for
possibla future forestry and watershed-related research. Stats forast management was previcusly
determined to be in accord with said research.

3. Recreation Development

Termination of road access to 2 portion of the open ridge top will require wicening of & portion of
an access road and development of & parking Tot. This will accomplish protaction of this arez as
detailed under Resources Protection. The road and parking Tot will provide safe and adequate access
and parking. In addition, a beginning ooint will be established far public use of the farest in
that arza. Another parking lot will be nesded on the west side of the Forest to serve usse=g in tha®
area.

Present use includes consideradle hunting and this will continue to expand as less private land is
available to the hunting public. Continued reversion to natural conditions and increasad land
management resulting in habitat improvement and more game will speed this trend.

The Wisconsin Qutdoor Recrzation Plan for Region 4 statas that hiking needs are met through 1580.
Since the greater LaCrosse area has nearly 60,000 people, few public hiking trails occur in the
area, and with an expanding inta2rest in backpacking, it is prasumed that this activity will increase
on the forest. This may nscessitate the development of some trails later in the decade. The cross-
country ski trail could be usad and another corridor is designated on the action map.

No mention is made of cross-country skiing in the Region 4 Recreation Plan. It is a rapidly expancing
sport particularly amang LaCrosse area rasidents, who now use the forest recularly for this activity.
The terrain, betwen the ridgeland, slopes, and vaileys, provides amole opportunities for trails
suitable to all skill levels of skiing. Trail location and marking, at a minimum, will be necessary.
A safer and more satisfying exparience to the skier will result.

The forest is also used by area residents as 2 horseback riding area. One-day rides have occurrad
annually in recent years and saveral individual requests have been received for this usa. The
Regional Plan states that regional residents engage in this activity at 2 rate above the state
average. Prasent us2 aon the property does not necessitate formal trail development. A proposed
trail coorider is included however, should future use and demand warrant trail establishment.

There 1s some intzrest in the development of 2 shooting range on the forast, there deing no public
ranges in the county. &£stablishment would cdepend on finding 2 responsible zarty, preferably a
publi¢ 2ody, to develog, meintain, opgrate and insyre su¢h & range. An area suitabiz, terrain-wise,
to that use has besn dalineatsd.

G. RECOMMENOED MANAGZMENT PROGRAM

Six land use classes: sca2nic area, natural araa, experimental managemen: ar=a, 7orest oroduction are
mineral extraction arez, and equipment sforage site ara used on the forssi. Thesa are sncwn an the
mastar plan map in the Appendix to this plan.

These land use classas meet the objectives for the forsst by providing “or experimental rassarch work,
Torest production ane wildlife habitat improvement. Intarchangs batween tha 2xperimental and Ffarast
procuction areas is possibla as it is not always possibie to determine specific sxperimental area nesds
in advancz. The designation shown shouid provide thase nesds in general. Spgecific requiraments could te
met from the Jraducsion 2rez as the nesd arose. A twanty-iacrs ares is designated as a natural arei and
managed as per Deparitment guideiines for natural areas.

Ex

censive ra
mest n

v creation uses will be it in, particularly use of existing trails and ridgeland are2s 2o
e=ds as cutli 3

ik
ned in F£-3 of <his olan and as currant use indicates.
irie" and the ssthetic aspects of aublic roads will 9 proteciac 3y 3pacial scenic

The sganic E
2¢ Appendix for map of arezs).

~
=
manacament ar
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[MPLEMENTATION PLAN

The managesment action chosen for the Coulee Experimental Forest is outlined as follows:

Action Code

A-1

A-2

A-4

Action Ccce

0-2

D-3

0-4

0-5

Acguisition

One parcel of land within the forest boundary is a first priority for acquisition and
two are of sacond priority. A1l should be fae acquisitions. These azquisiticns would
complete the forest boundary.

The first priority is six acres in size, is currently used as a vacation camping spot
and should be acquired to avoid conflicting use next to and on the farsst.

The second priorities are as follaws:

Section 13 - 80 acres in pasture, partially wooded.

Section 18 - 40 zcres in pasture (34 acres) and cropland (6 a2cres), steep slones,
scatterad farsst cover and sroding.

Section 25 - 40 acres in crooland (22 acres) and pastured forastland (18 acres). Crop-
land is good guality.

All acquisitions are shown on a property mas in the Apoendix. Mone are necassary to any
develooment or aperations-maintenance actions provosed in this plan. However, they
should be acquired as they become available for Bliocking ourpeoses and fuiure use in
forest management as potential research arza and for wildlife management.

Development

The following development activities are planned. Specific locations for orojects will
be found on the action maps in the Appendix by using the action code numcer.

Harvest annually on a sustained yield basis approximately 25 acres of sawtimber, which
is .008 percent of the forssi acrezge. Management practicss used will be as per DNR
Manual Codes and the Silvicultural Handbook. HMerchantidle timber damaged or destrayed
by insects, disease, fire or weather conditions will be salvagad.

Culturally treat 30 acres annually for release, pruning and noncommercial thinning, *
which i3 .010 percent of the forest acreage. Practices used will be in accordance with
OMR approved management practices.

Plant an average of 7 acres annually, which is .Q02 percent ¢f the forest acreig
main purposes of planting will be forsst production and esthetic enhancement of
areas usad for extensive recreational pursuitis.

e. The
those

Planting methods will be varied as necessary to accormodats esthetics while ensuring
adequate establishment. Wildlife nesds will be considersd in species selection.

Plant or interplant 300 shrubs annually to ennance and ‘mprcve wildlife nabitat. Some
salective shrub and froe managsment, Gy mechanical means, may 5e necassary on areas
selgcted to be maintained as wildlive apenings. No focod patchas ars planned as it is

felt there are sufficient Toods prasently available in the arez.

Establish a reoad-cut off and parking lot to control access to the ridgetop area. Widening
of the one-nalf mile of road tetween County Trunk Il and the cutoff site fo accommodate
two-way traffic will grovide safs accass. Activitizs invelved inciude grading, graveling
and installing bumper blocks Tar 20-unit parking lot, followed by seeding of the dis-
turbed area. frading of the roadway, gravaling and signing will 52 required as well as

a gate on the road and a barriar (225 feat Tong), oropeses fo be constructed of largs
boulders and an 2arthen berm. Garbage contziners will 3e provided znd 2 gcarbage pickup
contract will be scught with the county. Any road neintenencs nesdad {grading) will se
sgught througn the Town of Bangor.

This project will allew access contral to the ridge-top greatly allaviating fire
control, vandatism, and littar argdlems ard simplifying lew entarcement arfarts an

the forsst. Resource degradation from venicular damage will be sudbstantielly rsaucac,
yet walk-in access is provided for the forsst usar. Re0ad z¢gass is s2ill available

in ather arsas wnere the attandant arokiams 2re minimal.
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-

A cross-country ski trail is proposed to be develaped and signed, appreximately {ive
miles in length. It will not be established until after the road cutoff project is
completed in order to eliminate confiict between users and vandalism on signing. In
the meantime, the area will be made available for this use on an informal basis.

Construct a parking area on the west side entrance to the foresz. Site preparation,
gravelling, bumpar blocks and/or posts and signing wculd be necessary. This would
provide a formal parking area for users of that portion of the forest. Approximately
700 feet of new road bed will be needed to establish a loop-type road into and out

of the parking area.

Construct and sign a hiking trail, should use and demand for same develop. Brushing,
trail pad shaping and location signs would be needed.

Construct and sign & bridle trail, should use and demand for same warrant it. Brushing,
layout of a starting area for the trail, and installation of signs will be needed.

No development for other recreational uses is expectzd to be neaded in the immedials
future. Should use and demand indicates changes and/or additions, they will be addressead
in the biennial updates to this plan. Any new yse pravosal would have fo cantorm to

the property goals and objectives.

Qperations - Maintanance

Boundary fence maintenancs is requirad on 3.5 miles arnually. Steep ftopograohy,
location of fences through wooded areas, and the difficulty of reaching some of it
result in a greater than average expenditure to accompliish.

Fire control is accomplished by maintenance of a system of emergancy fire wardens and
agrzements with two local fire depertments to provide assistancz. Annual training is
pravided for the fire wardens, who arse Jocal zitizens living adjacent to the forest,
Same limited patrolling is done by local DNR osersonnel. Signing with fire prevention
materials has proved fruitless due tc vandalism. [nstallation of the road cutoff, as
propasad in this plan, will alleviate the fire hazard by excluding indiscriminate
vehijcular travel on the ridgetop area.

Cooperation in rasearch projects at this time includes weekly changing of spore

traps in a nardwood disease project and monitoring oF a reproduction project. Assistance
has been and will be provided in remeasursment of reproduction for a continuing
silvicultural study. Further ccoperation will be extended op research projects

according to need and as time is avaiiable.

The block of ridgeland in Sections 19 and 30 (see map in Appendix) will be maintained
as open space land. 1its value for research, the edge for wildlife use, esthetics and
many extensive recreational uses is apparent. Such reservaticn kesps the lanc in a
flexible condition recarding later cevelopment possibilities,

Presarvation of open spacs is easily accomplished oy maintenance of tame nay craps on
the area. This practice accomplishes several gbjectives:

a. Maintains the open space without the cost of
mowing by forcs account expenditure.

b. Alleviates the fire hazard Trom 3 tuilcup
of uncut vegetation.

[ Avoids violation of Jocal noxious wead
ordinances.

Further, sale of the tame hay provides a financial return %o the siate and contributes
tangibly to the local farming economy. Hfenewal of the teme hay crop, wnen necassary,
is accompiished by land use agreement and sals js by cempetitive bidding.

Annual treatment of walnut glantations to control competing vegetation and pruning %o
correct irreguiar growth habits will be needed. There arg saven acres that requirs
such treatment £0 ersurs 2lantation sstablishment znd growth. 3oth practices ars
rassarch-oroven and recommendad for this nhigh-valued sgecies.
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OM-6 Nine miles of accessway-Tirebreaks are maintained annually by mowing with tractor and
rotary mower. This is a cooperative venture with game management as considerable "adge"
is maintained also by this practice, both betwean plantation areas and hetween plantation
and hardwood or brush areas. These "breaks" will alsoc be available for use as trails
{hiking, bridle, and cross-country skiing).

M-7 General property oneration such as patrol, maintenance of signs, gatss, parking lots,

trails, service roads, administration of land use agresments and contracts and aquipment
maintenance will be accomplished as necessary.

In order to complete the management actions recommended in this Master Plan, manpower and funding will be
necessary. A joint Natural Resources Technician position is proposad for the Coulee State Experimental
Farest and Wildlife Management functions, to be assigned to LaCrosse.

Such a permanent position would be necassary to secure a competent individual with the qualifications
necessary to carry out the varied and responsible duties involved. Several forest management functions,
inciuding timber harvest, tree planting, and reconnaissance would be included. Property maintenancs
{trails, boundary faences, parking Tots, signs), enforcement patroi, and supervision of LTS employess
would aiso be included in the job desc¢ription.

Regular patrol is needed and was referred to many times during public comment on the Mastar Plan. It
will be essential ta effective astablishment of the accass control program referrad to in the Master
Plan. Law enforcement credentials would be required.

The wildlife management gportion of the position would invoive wildlife management work an Coulee Forast,
Van Loon Wildlife Area, and the leased Bangor Public Hunting Ground. Le2asing, posting, game bird stocking,
law enforcement, habitat development, and game surveys are axamples of the work invoived. The Van Loon
Master Plan is due in 1980 and will detail work to be done there. Timber sale work is expected to

increaase there and would invalve this pasition in slaes establishment, scaling, and sale inspaction.

Manpower and funding reguirements will also be initiated through regular budgeting procaduras for the
1979-21 biennium.
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UNITED STATES GOVERMi-ENT LEASE FOK
COULEE EXPERIMIM AL FOREST

(Under Authority of Sec..l, Act of August 4, 1965;
79 Stat. 431; 7 U. S. C. 2250a; And Act of May 22, 1923
16 U, S. C, 58la-i.) -

Lease No. 13-298

Date of Leage Apzil 3, 1972

1ESSOR: State of Wisconsin, Acting by and
through the Department of Natural Resources

LESSEE: The Unlted States of America by the
Director of the North Central Forest

Experiment Station, Forest Service,
Department of Agriculture

THIS LEASZ, made and entered into this date by and between the STATE OF
WISCONSIN acting by and through the Department of Natural Resources,
whose address is Madison, Wiscoﬁsin, énd whose interestc in the property
hereinafter described is thaf of owner, hereinafter called the Lessorx,
and the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA by the Director of the North Central
Forest Experiment Station, Forest Service, Department of Agriculturs,
uhoge office address Ls St, Paul, Minnesota, hereinafrer called the
Government: ITNESSETH:

WEEREAS, it is the desire of the Government to ccaduct foresty;
research and related studies, and

WEEREAS, the lesgor has land adapted to the reseazch to be cor-
ductec, and desires to lease such land to the Covernme nt,

KOW THERAFORE: The parties herto Ifor c%e cozcsidecations herwic-

after mentioned, covenant and agree as follows:



=20 -

1. The Lessor hereby leases to th - Government for forest regsearch

and related scientific purposes tracts of land in Lz Crosge County,

Wisconsin, heretofore selected by the Cuveroment, contatiulng 2,942,534

acres, more or less, arnd being lands shown on the attached map end

described as follows:

T16N, R5W:

Section 18;

Section 19:

Section 29:

Section

T16N, R6W:

Section

Section

Section

Section

30:

23:
24,
25:

Wi NE; EX NW; NW NW (45.26 acres); SW NW {45.36
acres); EX SW; NW SW (45.46 acres); SW SW (45.45
acres); Wk SE.

Ny NE; SW NE; Wh; Wy SE; SE SE.

NW NW except 0.65 acre bounded by a line beginning
at the southeast corner of the NW NW, thence north
1 chain, thence west 6.5 chains, thence south 1
chain, thence east 6.5 chaims to point of beglnning
(39.35 acres).

SW NW except 3.25 acres bounded by a line beginning
at northeast corner of the SW NW, thence south I
chains, thence west 6.5 chains, thence north S
chains, thence east 6.5 chnains to point of begin-
ning (36.75 acres).

SE NW except §.00 acres bounded by a line beginning
at the southeast corner of the SE NW, thence norch

6 chains, thence west 10 chains, thence south &
chains, thence east 10 chains to the point of be-
ginning; and except 2.0 acres boundaed by a line be-
ginning ac the northwest corner of the SE NW, thence
south 5 chains, thence east &4 chains, thence norch

5 chains, thence west & chains to point of beginaing
(32.00 acres). ’

NEk; EX NW; NW NW (46.34 acres); SW YW (46.08 acres);
Nk SE. .

NEY; EX MW; Sk,
NE NE (40.50 acres).

Nk; EY SW; SEL.
Ny ¥E; SE NE; E} XNW.



-21 -

2, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premiscs with their appurrenamces
for the term beginning July 1, 1972, through June 30, 1987, subject to
termination and renewal rights as may be hereinafrer ssc forth.

3, The Government shall pay the lessor upon executisn of this
lease rent of one dollar ($1.00) per year iIn consideration for the
right to use the safd premises during the stated term and renzwal
thereof. A further consideration is the benefit to be derived by :the
Lessor from research activities conducted by the Government In coop2ia-
tion with the Lessor,

4. Thia lease may be renewed at the option of the Government for
a period of 15 years under the terms and conditions specified herein,
provided notice be given in writing to the Lessor at leegt onc yeex
before this lease ctherwise would expire,.

5. The Government may terminate this lease at aay time by giving
at least 90-days’ notice in writing to the Lessor.

6. The lcased premises shall be used ouly for purposes mutually
agreed upon,

7. The Goverument, during the occupancy of the sald premises
under the terms of this lease, shall have the reasonable right free
of charge to ingress to and egress from sald property for the uses
and purposes hereln mentioned,

8. The Lessor will provide such utilization roads for the noca
herein leased as it does in the utilization of other similar fcrest
lands belunging to said Lessor., The actual construction of these
utilization roads way bhe done by c%e Lessor or the Government as may

be pecriodically and mutually agreed upon.
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9. The Lessor shall provide fores fire protection for the lands
herein leased that will include: (a) m.intaining a fire detecticn
system, (b) suppression of fires as required, All costs of any addi-
:ionél fire protection that may be requested by the Government 3half
be paid by the United States,

510. The Government shall have the right, during the existence
of this lease, to erect such structures and associated and related
€acilities as may be needed; to erect additions or signs upon the
premises hereby leased; such improvements shall be and remain the
property of the Government and may be removed therefrom by the Govern-
ment within a reasonable time after termination of this lease; o
dispose of improvements ia place, in the event that use 1s discontinued
by the Covernment, provided that 1f disposition of the improvements Lis
to a party or parties other than the Lessor, the improvements be ra-
moved from the premises within one year.

11. Any sales of stumpage or cut forest products shall be con-
ductad by the Lessor under appropriate State of Wisconsin statutes
and under the policies of the Department of Natural Resources with the
prior knowledze and agreement of‘the Director of the North Cantral
Foreat Experiment Statiom or his authorized repreaentacive.

12. The Govermment, within the limits of available funds and
personnel and conmsistent with working plans of experiments, will coa-
duet on the land here{n leased experimental work in forestry or re-
lated s:udié;, adapted to the needs of the region where the saicd land

‘{5 located, with the object of sﬁpplying practical forest-land-canagemen’
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‘5

{rformation to the owners of similar lanc: such studies within the
general fields of watershed and forest m¢nagement may include, but
are not limited to the following: hydrologic and soil erosion
studies, logging studies, reforestation gtudies, and silviculrural
and cu;ting-mechod studies,

13, The Lessor shall jeoin the Covernment periodically as nceded
in conferences tao review working plans of feseafch projects and to
consider additional studies pertinent to the solution of forestry aud
related land-management problems of the reglon,

14. Periodically during the term of the lease, the Government
shall make available to thé Lessor the findings from experiments and
research herein provided for, but no data therein contained shall be
given publiecity in any manner by said Lessor without the consent of
the Director of the North Central Forest Experiment Station, it being
underetood that the right to publish or otherwise impart to the public
the results of the experiments conducted hereunder shall be vested in
the Govermment, but the preliminary reports will be provided to the
Lessor prlor to puﬁlicacion by the Government,

15. The lands herein lessed shall be available to the Department
of Natural Resources for normal State Forest uses, provided that such
uses do not hinder or interfere with the use of the lands for the puc-
poases herein sct forth,

15. Nothing in this lease shall be conscrued as obligazting the
Forest Servicde to expend, or as involving the United States in any

obligation for the fulure paymeat of woney, in excess of appropriations

authorized by law and sdminiscractively allocated for this WOTK.



- 24 -

17. This lease may be assigned Lln whole or in part by either
pariy, but only with the cousent of the other party, and any sale oT
other ¢isposition of any of said lands by the Lessor shall be subject
to this lease.

18, No Member of, or Delegate to, Congress, or Resldent Com-
missionar, shall be admilced to any share or part of this lease con-
tract, or to any benefit that may arise thersfrom; but this provision
shall not be construed to extend to this lease contract if made with a
corporation for its general benefic.

19. In connection with the performance of work under this con-
tract, the Lessee agrees not Lo discriminate against any employee
or applicant for employment because of race, sex, religlom, color, or
national origin. The aforesaid provisien shall include, but not be
licited to, the following: ewmployment, upgrading, demotion or transfer;
recruitment or recrultment advertising; layoff or termination; rates
of pay or other forms of cowpensation; and selection for rraini#g,
including apprenticeship. The Lessee agrees CO pOs&C in counsgpicucus
pl;ces, available for employees a&d applicants for employﬁent, notices
to be provided by the comtracting officer seﬁcing forth the provisions

of the nondiscrimination clause.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties ha e hereunto subscribed thelr

names as of the date first above written,

LESSCOR:

State of Wisconsin, Acting By and Through the

Department of Natural Resources

W T U

Secretary

(Signature)

IN PRESENCE OF:

‘__ // aC )

(Official Ticle)

Bex L50, Madison, Wiscongin 93701

(Signacure)

LESSEE:

United States of America

By 7 Sy l//(":

(Address)

Acting Director, Novrch Central
Forest Experiment Stacion, Forest
Service Department of Apriculrure

/(Signature)

IN PRESENCE OF:

Sy e

(Official Ticle)

3078 Mildred Drive
Sr, Paul, Minnesota 55113

\ . (ngnatu‘e)

{Address)
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State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Carroll b. Besadny
Secretary

BOX 7921
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53707

March 30, 1987 File Ref. 2000

Mr. William T. Conley

Act. Assistant Director, RSS RECEIV
United States Dept. of Agriculture ED
Forest Service n%qR

1992 Folwell Avenue 3
St. Paul, MN 55108

Dear Mr. Conley:

This is in response to your letter of February 23, 1987 to Gerald Vande Bei
renewing the lease on the Coulee Experimental Forest in La Crosse County. It
is my pleasure to confirm the lease extension for a period of 15 years. All

conditions of the lease will remain the same.

N

Sincerely,
4
Richard E.”Steffes, Chie

Realty Management and Operations Section
Bureau of Real Estate

RES: js
ce: C. Evert-RE/4
——— 3. Frank-FM/}
A. Hagen-la Crosse






JORRESPONDENCE/MEMOBANDUM A

Date:

7o,

From:

Subject:

December 5, 1978 Eile Ref-

Anthony S. Earl - 14

M. E. Reinke7il<;7i”/

Approval of the Coulee State Forest Master Plan

We are pleased to report that the Coulee State rorest Master Plan has
been completed and awaits final approval by the Natural Resources Board.

A public informational meeting was conducted in LaCrosse County at West
Salem, Wisconsin in January 1978 and written comments and suggestions
were accepted following this meeting. Copies of the proposed plan were
also mailed to concerned individuals, groups and advisory councils for
their comments and suggestions. Changes were subsequently made in the
plan following these inputs.

On October 31, 1978, copies of the revised plan were again sent to the
concerned advisory councils and Department Bureaus for further review
and comments with appropriate changes made in the plan.

In summary, the master plan provides for:

A. Six land use classifications:
Scenic areas, demonstration and/or experimental areas, forest
production areas, mineral extraction area, equipment storage site
and a natural area.

B. Development:
Forestry activities include an annual harvest of 25 acres of sawtimber;
cultural treatment of 30 acres per year; an average annual tree
planting schedule of 7 acres and .5 acres of game shrubs per year.

Recreational development is designed to accommodate only non-
motorized, extensive activities. These include hunting, hiking,
skiing and horseback riding. :

Roads to the interior of the property have been gated to exclude vehicular
travel. A parking lot has been constructed on the eastern side of the
property and one is planned for the west side.

An important element governing the management of this property is the
lease with the U.S. Forest Service for forestry and watershed research.
This had to receive consideration in development of the master plan.

The Environmental Assessment Screening Worksheet has been approved by
the Bureau of Environmental Impact. An Environmental Impact Statement
is not required because proposed management activities are minimal and
will not significantly affect quality of the human environment.

AD-75







Anthony S. Earl - December 5, 1978 2.

We are confident that to the extent possible this plan accommodates all
interests expressed by the various groups, organizations and councils
that assisted in the development of the plan.

Approval of the Board is requested.

cc: J. Scullion - 14
M. E. Reinke - 8
G. VYande Hei - 8
A. Kubiske - 8
J

. Lissack - Eau Claire
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From:

Subject:

AD-75

RPN

RESPONDENCE/MEMORANDYM STATE OF WISCONSIN

December 27, 1978 2400

File Ref:

James L. Lissack - Eau Claire

C. D. Besadny 5?;; P
R
Coulee State Forest Plan

The Natural Resources Board meeting as a committee as a whole on Dec.
20, 1978 approved the Coulee State Forest Master Plan with one amendment.

The Board after extensive discussion unanimously approved the plan with

the deletion of the paragraph regarding the possible development of a

shooting range on the forest. This paragraph is the last paragraph on page
6 under the heading "Recreation Development". It is the Board's opinion

that the shooting range proposal is not in keeping with the other recreational
developments programs for the forest. They further recognized the public
need for shooting facilities as a recreational activity but, as indicated,
felt it was in conflict with other proposed uses for this property.

Please amend copies of your plan accordingly and proceed with the imple-
mentation. The signing of the ski trail should be a high priority as
indicated in the schedule.

The additional permanent position proposed on page 9 was considered in
the biennial budget process. As you are aware, no additional positions
were approved in the forestry program because of the Governor's "Freeze".

I am somewhat concerned over the number of miles of trails for skiing,
hiking and horseback riding, as summarized on the G-2 map. It would
appear to me that some of the uses can be consolidated on one trail,

such as hiking, and cross-country skiing to minimize the cost of trail
construction (the hiking trail), and maintenance. The time dependency

for these two uses is compatible. You may wish to reconsider the separate
trail concept to reduce your operations cost.

cc: M. E. Reinke - 8
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Department of Natural Resources
Box 7921
Madison, Wisconsin 53707

COULEE STATE FOREST
MASTER PLAN PROPOSAL

A. BACKGROUND
History of the Coulee Experimental Forest

The Coulee Experimental Forest is a unique entity in Wisconsin. Most state forests are primarily
used for the growing of recurring forest crops along with other multiple use benefits and were
acquired through grants, acts of Congress and through normal acquisition. The CEF was purchased by
the state to provide land for long-term research studies to be conducted by the U.S. Forest Service.
The nature of the studies was to investigate forest watershed problems and develop forest and land
management practices designed to reduce water problems and improve forest yields.

The unglaciated portions of southwestern Wisconsin, southeastern Minnesota and northeast Iowa, the
"Driftless Area”, have long had numerous land and water resource management problems. Federal
government agencies have accomplished much on the agricultural lands. However, the forest and
nonagricultural lands had been largely ignored. Recognizing the need for research information in
order to properly treat these lands, the Wisconsin Forestry Advisory Committee in 1956 recommended
a research center for the area, The Wisconsin Conservation Commission sought out the U.S. Forest
Service Research organization, resulting in a memorandum of understanding between the two agencies.
The Commission would buy and administer the land and the Forest Service would conduct the research.
The original acreage goal was about 3,000 acres.

Some 60 sites were examined by Lake States Forest Experiment Station personnel seeking an area
representative of the 7.5 million acres of Driftless Area. By 1958, a suitable tract of land had
been selected in LaCrosse County which had the "mix" of aspects, slope, land use and forested
acreage desired. The LaCrosse field unit of the Lake States Experiment Statjon was established that
year. Research operations were conducted under the original Tease until 1972 when & new ]15-year
lease was negotiated. The LaCrosse field unit office was closed by the U.S. Forest Service on
December 31, 1975. One experiment is being continued through U.S. Forest Service-Department of
Natural Resources cogperation.

Land acquisition began in 1958 under the direction of the Black River State Forast manager, Black
River Falls. A formal dedication of the forest was held in June, 1960. Land purchases continued
through 1964. Administration of the lands was vested in the Black River State Forest manager until
1970 when this responsibility was transferred to the area forester, LaCrosse. Acreage of the forest
now totals 2,971.7.

Current Management Activities

Land use and management is governed by the original purpose of acquisition, namely forest and
watershed management research. A secondary objective is management of the property as a state
forest. Certain areas have been designated to receive specific treatment designed to maintain the
characteristics necessary to meet research objectives. Examples are continued grazing of small
pasture areas and maintaining of open land in that condition. Compatibility of management to
research needs has been paramount.

Activities include timber sales, tree planting, hay harvesting for open land maintenance, annual
wildlife habitat-access road mowings, property administration and maintenance, and some research on
hardwood diseases being conducted by the U.S. Forest Service researchers of the North Central
Forest Experiment Station. :

Use of the property by the general public is for hunting, scenic driving, hiking, cross-country
skiing, barry picking and horseback riding.
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B. GOAL AND OBJECTIVES .

1. Goal

To maintain a land area for experimental work in forest and watershed management and for growing
recurring forest crops while providing for watershed stabilization, extensive forms of outdoor
recreation, wildlife and scenic values.

2. Objectives

1. To provide areas necessary to the conduction of forest and watershed management research by the
Department of Natural Resources and by the U.S5. Forest Service as set forth in the current
Jease agreement (see Appendix A). Research use by other state and federal agencies for similar
purposes would be allowable, provided there is no conflict with other facets of this master
pian.

2. To harvest an average of 25 acres of mature timber annually (.8% of forest area), while
providing for stand regeneration and maintaining watershed stabilization. Merchantable timber
damaged or destroyed by insects, disease, fire or weather conditions will be salvaged. During
harvest or salvage operations and in other silvicultural work, all research findings will be
utilized to meet this stabilization objective.

3. To continue and maintain extensive day-use recreational activities compatible with the main
goal of the property and accommodating approximately 4,000 man-days of such activities per
year. Allowable activities may include hiking, hunting, cross-country skiing, horseback
riding, education, nature study, and other compatible day-use activities.

4, To protect scenic values on the forest through the use of scenic zoning.

5. To improve wildlife habitat by considering this factor in carrying out forestry activities,
planting wildlife shrubs and mowing access trails.

C. MANAGEMENT POLICIES . ‘

It shall be the policy of the Department to maintain the Coulee Experimental Forest to meet the objectives
as stated in Section B of this plan. The following comprehensive management policies have been formulated
to meet these objectives:

Research Policy -- To maintain the property for forestry and watershed research in the spirit and {
manner of the Wisconsin Department of Matural Resources - U.S. Forest Service lease agreement. ;

Forest Management Policy ~-- To manage the forestland using the Silvicultural Handbook management g
recommendations for the species invoived. The full-range of management practices will be used as {
needed, Modifications of recommended practices will be used as necessary to meet research, recreational

and scenic zone management objectives. ;

Recreational Policy -- To provide for extensive day-use activities by providing the land base for
permitted activities. Motorized vehicular use will be restricted to public roads. Support fac-
ilities for the recreationist will be 1imited to signing, access, parking and similar minimal

needs.

Scenic Zone Policy -- To protect and enhance the scenic values existing on the forest within the
biclogical limitations of the vegetational types present.

D. RESOURCE CAPABILITY

1. Soils and Geology

A. General Description

The forest is located in the western upland physiographic region of Wisconsin, best described

as a dissected Timestone cuesta. Ridges, gently rounded and of uniform elevation, are dissected
by narrow valleys with steeply sloping hillsides. The ridges are capped with Lower Magnesian
dolomite underlain by soft, highly erosive Upper Cambrian sandstone. Rock strata are nearly
horizontal. A layer of windblown silt covers the area varying in depth to a maximum of about

12 feet. Vertical drop from ridgetop to mainstream valley is normally about 500 feet, with the
maximum known elevation on the forest at 1,314 feet. (See Map, Appendix B)
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Fayette and Dubugue silt loams predominate on the ridges and upper slopes with Fayette (valley
phase) and Gale silt Toams, Hixton sandy loam and Gale-Hixton complex covering most of the
lower elevations. There are small areas of Port Byron, Lawson and Huntsville, and Chaseburg-
Judson silt loams, which are excellent agricultural-type soils.

S0i1 depths vary within the Dubugue soils from 10 to 42 inches, the Gale silt Toams from 20 to
40 inches deep, Gale-Hixton complex 24 to 48 inches, and the remaining types from 42 to 60
inches in depth.

2. Wildlife Management

A.

Wildlife Population and Trends

In recent years, deer population has been good and the squirrel, ruffed grouse and raccoon
populations fair. Fox populations vary considerably from year to year. Rabbits are scarce.

The white-tailed deer spring population averages from 5 to 10 deer per square mile of deer
range and from 10 to 15 in the fall. Average annual harvest is approximately 3.5 deer per
square mile of range or 15 to 20 deer for the forest. Poaching is considered to be a caonstant
drain on the herd.

Squirrel populations are somewhat cyclic, depending to some extent on mast production.
Ruffed grouse should maintain a fair population, the trend being toward a rather stable situation.
Wildlife Habitat Condition and Trends

Prior to the establishment of the forest, the area was either cropland, pasture or woodland.
Most woodland was grazed reducing food and cover for wildlife. Cessation of these agricultural
practices improved habitat. The addition of conifer cover and increases in tree and brush
reproduction have significantly improved habitat. Beneficial wildlife shrubs such as sumac,
gray dogwood, wild apple trees and plum trees are present on the forest. Several age classes
of aspen are present.

Small scattered, brush areas are converting to tree cover with a reduction in edge area. This
is mitigated somewhat by the edge maintained around plantations.

Habitat conditions for ruffed grouse and squirrels are good. Deer habitat appears to be
improving.

Wildlife Management

Wildlife management will be integrated into all management activities on the forest, partic-
ularly forestry practices. These vegetative manipulations afford the greatest opportunity to
increase or sustain widlife populations. Game species are present in sufficient numbers to
warrant management. Emphasis will be given to forest game species.

Layout and design of harvest areas will include consideration for increasing wildlife-valuable
"edge" and the maintenance of den trees. Intermediate cuttings, by allowing Tight to the
forest floor, will increase the amount of available wildlife food plants and cover. Cuttings
in the aspen types, found scattered throughout the forest, will be designed to provide a
scattering of age classes, thereby promoting ruffed grouse and deer populations.

Shrub plantings will be established by wildlife personnel to add to the diversity of food and
cover .available to wildlife., A Timited amount of small openings maintenance is being considered
in two areas where heavy concentrations of undesirable species (both to wildlife and forestry
interests) is taking place.

Annual mowing of nine miles of game trail-access-firebreak maintenance will be accomplished.
This provides openings (between plantation and natural forest), edge and hunter access all at
the same time.

3. Forest Cover

A.

Original Cover

According to historical accounts, the area in southwest Wisconsin near LaCrosse had very

Tittle wooded cover. The early cover type would have been oak-hickory. As early as 1765,

there were anly scattered groves of trees reported and fires were common by the Indians for
driving game. When settlers began arriving in 1855, material for the building of cabins was
scarce. Yet it is reported that ridges and watercourses were heavily wooded by 1915, apparently
having been allowed to grow up after the coming of the settlers. This corresponds to the

common ages of timber found in the area at present.




B. Present Cover

The forest is predominately oak type iwth a few northern hardwood, aspen and birch stands.
Other hardwood species present include basswood, white ash, hard maple, hickory, American and
red elm, butternut and cottonwood. A small amount acreage-wise of conifer type has been
established, mostly in red pine, white pine, and European larch. Other conifers, mostly

in small research plots, include white pine, white and Norway spruce, European larch,
ponderosa pine, red cedar, jack pine and Scotch pine.

There is also an upland brush type which is slowly converting to forest, a portion being
maintained for game habitat.

Approximately 12 percent of the forest is in a grass type comprised of former crop and
pasture land. Though small in acreage, the grassy, south and west-facing slopes called
"goat prairies" are an important scenic aspect of the forest Tandscape,

C. Site Quality and Potential

A complete range of site qualities exist on the forest. The great majority of sites are
medium to good. These support good stands of sawtimber and poles, depending to a great
degree on past management practices. The potential of these sites is sawtimber material.

The poor sites show 1ittle patential for other than pulpwood material. Their aspect is
generally south or west, typically with shallow soils. Since site quality is tied to

logaging chance and operability on the forest, these sites Show Tittle potential for production
of wood products. From a watershed standpoint and for scenic and esthetic reasons, maintenance
of forest cover on these sites is important.

Poor non-forest sites are generally esthetically pleasing and add variety to the area.
They are generally not suitable for reforestation.

Water Resources

There are no streams or lakes on the forest, however, there are several small springs scattered
throughout the forest. They occur at scattered locations and are classed as gravity contact
springs. Most fluctuate greatly in base flow (10-200 gallons per minute) with early spring
being the period of greatest output. None provide enough water for fish management purposes or
water-based recreation on the forest, but they do feed several trout streams. Such streams as
the Russian Coulee, Pleasant Valley and Bostwick Creeks are all dependent upon spring sources
to maintain cool summer water temperature.

Historical and Archaeological Features

There are no known structures or sites present on the forest. There are natural features such
as rock outcrops and "goat prairies" which are quite interesting but have little significance
beyond that.

Ownership

Current acreage within the approved property boundary is 2,971.7 acres. It is all owned in
fee.

Current land use is governed by the original property objective and more recent statements of
objectives. Hence, certain areas were set aside for watershed research purposes, with the
balance to be managed as state forest, providing the uses were compatible.

Two-hundred and fifty-five acres are in land-use agreements with Tocal landowners as follows:

A.  Agricultural use in exchange for ingress-egress 62 acres. This acreage is expected to
drop to approximately 20 acres within three years.

8. Agricultural use for research purposes - 54 acres. Necessitated by current resaarch,
this use is expected to terminate prior to 1980.

C. Agricultural use to maintain open space - 139 acres. Due to planting, this will be
reduced to 120 acres.

Agricultural use includes the production of row crops, hay harvesting, and pasture.

The remaining lands are managed as state forest, with one timber sale completed and others planned
as per the forest reconnaissance completed in the spring of 1971.

b
!
il
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7. Present Use

Much use is made of the property for hunting and scenic driving with some hiking and trail riding of
horses in early fall. Cross-country skiing use is increasing.

Estimated annual public uses, in occasions, are as follows:

Hunting 900
Scenic driving 300
Hiking 200
Horseback riding 200
Cross-country skiing 150
Miscellaneous 300

8. Land Use Potential

See master pian map.

Map Symbo]l
SC The scenic areas contain a variety of cover types. They are each bhisected Jengthwise
by a publi¢ road and will be managed for aesthetic purposes.
RD4 The demonstration and/or experimental areas were selected by the U.S.F.S. for the following

reasons: variety of aspects of the terrain; physical characteristics resulting from former
land uses; variety of cover types.

RD4 The forest production areas consist of mainly oak types and contain 80 acres of pine type.

RD4 An ol1d Timestone quarry.

ADq The equipment storage site contains a building which is used for storage and a house with
Jifetime residency.

NA1 This is a heavily stocked, two story oak sawtimber stand.

E. RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS

Law enforcement is a problem on the forest as there is no resident DNR employe on the property. Also, it
is near LaCrosse with its Tlarge population and has road access to a large, relatively isolated land area
in the center of the forest. These factors are conducive to uncontrolled vehicular travel, with attendant
resource damages, and much use of the area for beer parties and other activities. Litter and unauthorized
fires are common.

Much high value butternut sawtimber has and is being lost to an unknown disease. Since all ages are
affected, future resource losses are apparent. The forest is one of several sites in Wisconsin where
field 1nvest1gat1ons into the cause of the dieback is being conducted. Losses of red oak to the ocak wilt
fungus varies from year to year but progresses more slowly. Controls are known but are not economically
feasible in a forest situation.

The forest has tweive miles of boundary, all against privately-owned land with nineteen separate owners.
Seven and one-half miles is fenced, of which the DNR is bound by agreement to maintain one and one-haif
miles. Adjacent owners are bound by agreement to maintain two miles and the remainder is presumed to be
fifty-fifty maintenance. Three quarters of a mile need fencing at this time. The whole boundary fence
situation on this rough topography property presents a management problem.

F. LONG-RANGE RESOURCE AMD RECREATION NEEDS

1. Forest Management

A complete on-the- ground forest reconnaissance was completed on the forest in 1971. It is scheduled
to be updated as work is accomplished and re-done at ten-year intervals. This reconnaissance details
the present forest cover and outlines recommended forest management practices to improve the quantity
and quality of the forest. At the same time, the hydrologic qualities of the land will be maintained
and improved.

Forest management practices will include timber harvest, both for intermediate cuttings to maintain
growth and as regenerat1on cuttings. Timber stand improvement practices are required in some very
young stands to "weed out" poor quality stems, concentrating growth on larger, well-formed trees
destined to be the future timber crop, both in conifers and hardwoods. Pruning of conifers to
improve stem quality is also needed.

Tree planting in open and understocked areas where necessary would also be accomplished. Establishment

of desirable tree cover on productive sites enhances forest production and wildlife habitat.

Since the primary purpose of state forest land is for the practice of silviculture and the growing
of vecurring timber crops and because it is proper stewardship of land to do so, it is important
that these practices be undertaken. The property has been and will be used also as a demonstration
area for forestry and watershed management practices so they should be completed as needed.
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2. Resource Protection

The steep topography and easily erodable soils on the forest require the protection of vegetative
cover. Indiscriminate vehicular use, particularly on old trails and the open ridgeland, requires
control. Such use on moist or wet soils, as usually occur during spring and fall seasons, result in
"rutted", multiple tracks across the landscape.

Fire protection for the forest is basic to all activities, Wildfire impairs the value of the land
for forest products, disrupts the hydrologic benefits involved and reduces the scenic values. There
are several areas of conifers, second only to grass in flammability, where considerable value in
establishment costs and future product values are involved which warrant increased protection.

It is imperative that this land area be protected and managed in order that it is available for
possible future forestry and watershed-related research. State forest management was previously
determined to be in accord with said research.

3. Recreation Development

Termination of road access to a portion of the open ridge top will require widening of a portion of
an access road and development of a parking lot. This will accomplish protection of this area as
detailed under Resources Protection. The road and parking lot will provide safe and adequate access
and parking. In addition, a beginning point will be established for public use of the forest in
that area. Another parking lot will be needed on the west side of the Forest to serve users in that
area.

Present use includes considerable hunting and this will continue to expand as less private land is
available to the hunting public. Continued reversion to natural conditions and increased land
management resulting in habitat improvement and more game will speed this trend.

The Wisconsin Outdoor Recreation Plan for Region 4 states that hiking needs are met through 1980.
Since the greater LaCrosse area has nearly 60,000 people, few public hiking trails occur in the
area, and with an expanding interest in backpacking, it is presumed that this activity will increase
on the forest. This may necessitate the development of some trails later in the decade. The cross-
country ski trail could be used and another corridor is designated on the action map.

No mention is made of cross-country skiing in the Region 4 Recreation Plan. It is a rapidly expanding
sport particularly among LaCrosse area residents, who now use the forest regularly for this activity.
The terrain, betwen the ridgeland, slopes, and valleys, provides ample opportunities for trails
suitable to a1l skill levels of skiing. Trail Tocation and marking, at a minimum, will be necessary.
A safer and more satisfying experience to the skier will result.

The forest is also used by area residents as a horseback riding area. One-day rides have occurred
annually in recent years and several individual requests have been received for this use. The
Regional Plan states that regional residents engage in this activity at a rate above the state
average. Present use on the property does not necessitate formal trail development. A proposed
trail cooridor is included however, should future use and demand warrant trail establishment.

G. RECOMMENDED MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Six land use classes: scenic area, natural area, experimental management area, forest production area,
mineral extraction area, and equipment storage site are used on the forest. These are shown on the
master plan map in the Appendix to this plan.

These land use classes meet the objectives for the forest by providing for experimental research work,
forest production and wildlife habitat improvement. Interchange between the experimental and forest
production areas is possible as it is not always possible to determine specific experimental area needs
in advance. The designation shown should provide these needs in general. Specific requirements could be
met from the production area as the need arose. A twenty-acre area is designated as a natural area and
managed as per Department guidelines for natural areas.

Extensive recreation uses will be fit in, particularly use of existing trails and ridgeland areas to
meet needs as outlined in F-3 of this plan and as current use indicates.

The scenic “goat prairié" and the esthetic aspects of public roads will be protected by special scenic
management areas (see Appendix for map of areas).
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

The management action chosen for the Coulee Experimental Forest is outlined as follows:

Action_Code

A-1

A-2
A-3

A-4

Action Code

D-3

Acquisition

One parcél of land within the forest boundary is a first priority for acquisition and
two are of second priority. A1l should be fee acquisitions. These acgquisitions would
complete the forest boundary.

The first priority is six acres in size, is currently used as a vacation camping spot
and should be acquired to avoid conflicting use next to and on the forest.

The second priorities are as follows:

Section 13 - 80 acres in pasture, partially wooded.

Section 18 - 40 acres in pasture {34 acres) and cropland (6 acres), steep slopes,
scattered forest cover and eroding.

Section 25 - 40 acres in cropland (22 acres) and pastured forestland (18 acres). Crop-
Tand is good quality.

A1l acquisitions are shown on a property map in the Appendix. None are necessary to any
development or operations-maintenance actions proposed in this plan. However, they
should be acquired as they become available for blocking purposes and future use in
forest management as potential research area and for wildlife management.

Development

The following development activities are planned. Specific locations for projects will
be found on the action maps in the Appendix by using the action code number.

Harvest annually on a sustained yield basis approximately 25 acres of sawtimber, which
is .8 percent of the forest acreage. Management practices used will be as per DNR
Manual Codes and the Silvicultural Handbook. Merchantible timber damaged or destroyed
by insects, disease, fire or weather conditions will be salvaged.

. Culturally treat 30 acres annually for release, pruning and noncommarcial thinning,

which is .10 percent of the forest acreage. Practices used will be in accordance with
DNR approved management practices.

Plant an average of 7 acres annually, which is .2 percent of the farest acreage. The
main purposes of planting will be forest production and esthetic enhancement of those
areas used for extensive recreational pursuits.

Planting methods will be varied as necessary to accommodate esthetics while ensuring
adequate establishment. Wildlife needs will be considered in species selection.

Plant or interplant 500 shrubs annually to enhance and improve wildlife habitat. Some
selective shrub and tree management, by mechanical means, may be necessary on areas
selected to be maintained as wildlife openings. No food patches are planned as it is
falt there are sufficient foods presently available in the area.

Establish a road-cut off and parking lot to control access to the ridgetop area. Widening
of the one-half mile of road between County Trunk Il and the cutoff site to accommodate
two-way traffic will provide safe access. Activities involved include grading, graveling
and installing bumper blocks for 20-unit parking lot, followed by seeding of the dis-
turbed area. Grading of the roadway, graveling and signing will be required as well as

a gate on the road and a barrier {225 feet long), proposed to be constructed of large
boulders and an earthen berm. Garbage containers will be provided and a garbage pickup
contract will be sought with the county. Any road maintenance needed {grading) will be
sought through the Town of Bangor.

This project will allow access control to.the ridge-top greatly alleviating fire
control, vandalism, and litter problems and simplifying Taw enforcement efforts on

the forest. Resource degradation from vehicular damage will be substantially reduced,
yet walk-in access is provided for the forest user. Road access is still available

in other areas where the attendant probiems are minimal.
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Action Code

0M-1

OM-2

0M-3

0M-4

OM-5
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A cross-country ski trail is proposed to be developed and signed, approximately five
miles in Tength. It will not be established until after the road cutoff project is
completed in order to eliminate conflict between users and vandalism on signing., In
the meantime, the area will be made available for this use on an informal basis.

Construct a parking area on the west side entrance to the forest. Site preparation,
gravelling, bumper blocks and/or posts and signing would be necessary. This would
provide a formal parking area for users of that portion of the forest. Approximately
700 feet of new road bed will be needed to establish a loop-type road into and out
of the parking area.

Construct and sign a hiking trail, should use and demand for same deveiop. Brushing,
trail pad shaping and location signs would be needed.

Construct and sign a bridle trail, should use and demand for same warrant it. Brushing,
layout of a starting area for the trail, and installation of signs will be needed.

No development for other recreational uses is expected to be needed in the immediate
future. Should use and demand indicate changes and/or additions, they will be addressed
in the biennial updates to this plan. Any new use proposal would have to conform to

the property goals and objectives.

Operations - Maintenance

Boundary fence maintenance is required on 3.5 miles annually. Steep topography,
location of fences through wooded areas, and the difficulty of reaching some of it
result in a greater than average expenditure to accomplish.

Fire control is accomplished by maintenance of a system of emergency fire wardens and
agreements with two local fire departments to provide assistance. Annual training is
provided for the fire wardens, who are local citizens living adjacent to the forest.
Some 1imited patrolling is done by local DNR personnel. Signing with fire prevention
materials has proved fruitless due to vandalism. Installation of the road cutoff, as
proposed in this plan, will alleviate the fire hazard by excluding indiscriminate
vehicular travel on the ridgetop area.

Cogperation in research projects at this time includes weekly changing of spore

traps in a hardwood disease project and monitoring of a reproduction project. Assistance
has been and will be provided in remeasurement of reproduction for a continuing :
silvicultural study. Further cooperation will be extended on research projects i
according to need and as time is available. . i

The block of ridgeland in Sections 19 and 30 (see map in Appendix) will be maintained b
as open space land. Its value for research, the edge for wildlife use, esthetics and
many extensive recreational uses is apparent. Such reservation keeps the land in a

filexible condition regarding later development possibilities. ;

Preservation of open space is easily accomplished by maintenance of tame hay crops on
the area. This practice accomplishes several objectives:

a. Maintains the open space without the cost of
mowing by force account expenditure.

b, Alleviates the fire hazard from a buildup ;
of uncut vegetation. §

c. Avoids violation of Tocal noxious weed
ordinances.

Further, sale of the tame hay provides a financial return to the state and contributes
tangibly to the local farming economy. Renewal of the tame hay crop, when necessary,
is accomplished by land use agreement and sale is by competitive bidding.

Annual treatment of walnut plantations to control competing vegetation and pruning to
correct irregular growth habits will be needed. There are seven acres that require
such treatment to ensure plantation establishment and growth. Both practices are
research-proven and recommended for this high-valued species.
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OM-6 Nine miles of accessway-firebreaks are maintained annually by mowing with tractor and
rotary mower. This is a cooperative venture with game management as considerabie "edge"
is maintained also by this practice, both between plantation areas and between plantation
and hardwood or brush areas. These "breaks" will also be available for use as trails
(hiking, bridle, and cross-country skiing).

OM-7 General property operation such as patrol, maintenance of signs, gates, parking lots,
trails, service roads, administration of land use agreements and contracts and equipment
maintenance will be accomplished as necessary.

In order to complete the management actions recommended in this Master Plan, manpower and funding will be
necessary. A joint Natural Resources Technician position is proposed for the Coulee State Experimental
Forest and Wildlife Management functions, to be assigned to LaCrosse.

Such a permanent position would be necessary to secure a competent individual with the quaiifications
necessary to carry out the varied and responsible duties involved. Several forest management functions,
including timber harvest, tree planting, and reconnaissance would be included. Property maintenance
(trails, boundary fences, parking lots, signs), enforcement patrol, and supervision of LTE employees
would also be included in the job description.

Regular patrol is needed and was referred to many times during public comment on the Master Plan. It
will be essential to effective establishment of the access control program referred to in the Master
Plan. Law enforcement credentials would be required.

The wildlife management portion of the position would involve wildlife management work on Coulee Forest,
Van Loon Wildlife Area, and the leased Bangor Public Hunting Ground. Leasing, posting, game bird stocking,
law enforcement, habitat development, and game surveys are examples of the work involved. The Van Loon
Master Plan is due in 1980 and will detail work to be done there. Timber sale work is expected to

increase there and would involve this position in slaes establishment, scaling, and sale inspection.

Manpower and funding requirements wiil also be initiated through regular budgeting procedures for the
1979-81 biennium.

S,
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"UNITED STATES GOVERYi-ENT LEASE FOR
COULEE EXPERIMIM AL FOREST

(Under Authority of Sec..l, Act of August &, 19635;
79 Stac. 431; 7 U. 5. €. 2250a; And Act of May 22, 1923
16 U. S. C. 58la-i.) -

Lease No. 13-239§

Date of Lease Apzil 3, 1972

LESSOR: State of Wisconsin, Acting by and
through the Department of Natural Resources

LESSEE: The United States of America by the
Director of the Norch Central Forest

Experiment Station, Forest Service,
Department of Agriculcture

THIS LEASB, made and entered into this date by and between the STATE OF
WISCON3IN acting by and through the Department of Natural Resources,
whose address is Madison, WLScoﬁsin, and whose interest io the property
hereinafter described is that of owmer, hereinafter called the Lessox,
and the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA by the Director of the North Central
Torest Experimen: Station, Forest Sarvice, Department of Agricultura,
whoée office ;ddresa Ls St. Paul, Minnesota, hereinafcer called the
Government: WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Government to coaduct forestry
research &and related studies, and

WHEREAS, the iessor has land adapted to the research to be con-
ducted, snd desirxes to lease guch land to the Governme at,

ROw THERQFORE; The parties herto ot the cogsidesations herzis-

after mencioned, covenant and agree as follows:
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1. The lessor hereby leases to th' Government for forest research

and related scientific purposes tracts - land in La Crosge County,

Wisconsin, heretofore selected by the (.vermment, containlnyg 2,942.54

acres, more or less, and being lands shown on the attached map and

deseribed as followa:

T16M, ROSW:

Section 18:

Section 19:

Section 29:

Section 30:

Ti6N, R6W:

Section 13:
Section 23:

Section 24

Section 25:

Wy NE; B} NW; NW NW (45.26 acres); SW-NW (45.36
acres); EX SW; NW SW (45.46 acres); SW SW (45,46
acres); Wiy SE.

Ny NE; SW NE; Wh; wk SE; SE SE.

NW NW except 0.63 acre bounded by a line beginning
at the southecast corner of the NW NW, thence narelh
1 chain, thence west 6.3 chains, thence south 1
chain, thence east 6,5 chains to point of beginning
(39.35 acres). :

SW NW excepet 3.25 acres bounded by a line beginuning
at northeast cotner of the SW NW, thence south 2
chains, thence west 6.5 chainsg, thence north 5
chains, thence east 6.5 chains to point of begim-
ning (36.75 acres).

SE KW except 6.00 acres bounded by a line beginning
at the southeast corner of the SE NW, thence north

6 chains, thence west 10 chains, thence south 6
chains, thence east 10 chains to the point of be-
ginning; and except 2.0 acres boundad by a line be-
ginning at the northwest corner of the SE NW, thence
gouth 5 chains, thence east 4 chains, thence north

5 chains, thence west 4 chains to point of beginning
(32.00 acres). ’

NEX; EX NW; NW NW (46.34 acres); SW NW (46 .08 acres);
Nk SE.

NEY: EX NW; Sk,
NE NE (40.50 acres).

§%; EX SW; SEXx.
Nt NE; SE NE; EY NW.
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2. TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said premises with their appurtenances
for the tsrm beginaing July 1, 1972, through Jume 30, 1987, subject to
termiration and renewal rights as may be hereinafter set forth.

3. The Government shall pay the Lessor upon executisn of this
leage rent of one dollar ($1.00) per year in consideration for the
right to use the sald premises during the stated term and renxwal
thereof, A further consideration is the benefi: to be derived by the
Legsor from research activities conducted by the Government In coopé:a-
tion with the Lessor.

4, This lease may be renewed at the option of the Government fox
a period of 15 years under the terms and conditions specified hereis,
proQided notice be given in writing to the Lessor at least one yeut
before this lease ctherwise would expire.

5. 'The GCovernment may terminate this lease at aay tiwme by giving
at least 90-days' notice in writing to the Lessor.

6. The leased premises shall be used‘ouly for purposes mutually
agreed upon,

7. The Government, during the occupancy of the said premises
under the terms of this lease, shall have the reasonable right free
of charge to ingress to and egress from said property for the uses
and purposes herein mentioaed,

8. The Lessor will provide such utilization roads for the avca
h;rein leasaed as it does in the utilization of other similar foresc
lands belonging to said Lessor, The actual coanstruction of these
utilization roads may be done by cke Lessor or the Government as zay

be periodically and mutually agrecd upon.



9. The Lessor shall provide fores' <fire protection for the lands
herein leased that will include: (a) m:intaining a fire decec:ian
system, (b) suppression of fires as required. All costs of any addi-
tional fize protection that may be requested by the Government shall
be paid by the United States.

TIO. The Government shall have the righet; during the existence
of this lease, to erect such structures and asgoeciated and related
facllities ;s may be needed; to erect additions or signs upon che
premiges hereby leased; such improvements shall be and remain the
property of the Government and may be removed therefrom by the Govern-
ment within a reasonable time afrer termination of this lease; to
dispose of improvements in place, in the event that use is discontinued
by the Government, provided that if dispesicion of the improvements is
to a party or parties ocher than the Lessor, the improvements be Ta-
moved from the premises within one year.

11. Any sales of stumpage or cut foreat products shall be con-
ductad by the Lessor under appropriate State of Wisconmsin statutes
and under the policies of the Department of Natural Resources with che
prior knowledge and agreement oflzhe Director of the North Cantral
Forest Experiment Station or his authorized representacive.

12. The Government, within the limits of available funds and
personnel and comsistent with working plans of experiments, will coa=
duct on the land herein leased experimental work in forestry or re-
laced s:udié;, adapted to the needs of the reglon where the saic land

‘{8 located, with the object of sﬁpplying practical forest-land-managemen:
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information to the owners of similar lan¢: such scudies within the
general fields of watershed and forest mwnagement may include, but
arec not limited to the following: hydrolegic and seil erosion
studies, logging studies, reforestation studies, and silvicultural
and cu;:ing-method studies,

13, The Lessor shall join the Government periodlcallyAas needed
in conferences to review working plans of feseatch projects and to
consider additional studies pertinent to the solutiom of forestry and
related land-management problems of the region.

14. Periodically during the term of the lease, the Governament
shall make available to the Lessor the findings from experiments and
research herein provided fbr, but no data therein contained shall be
given pudblicity in any manner by said Lessor without the consent of
the Director of the North Central Forest Experiment Station, it being
understood that the right to publish or otherwise imparﬁ to the public
the results of thée experiments conducted hereunder shall be vested in
the Government, but the preliminary reports will be provided to the
Lessor prior to publication by the Government,

15. The lands herein léased shall be available to the Department
of Natural Resources fox normal State Forest uses, provided that such
uses do not hinder or interfere with the use of the lands for the pur-
poses herein set forth,

16. Nothing in this lease shall be coustrued as obligating the
Forest Service to expend, or as involving the United States iu any

obligation for the fuiure payment of meney, in excess of appropriactions

authorized by law and sdministratively allocated for this WCTK,
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17. This lease may be assigned in whole or in part by either
pariy, but only with the consent of the other party, and any sale or
other disposition of any of said lands by the Lessor shall be subject
to this lease,

18. No Member of, or Delegate to, Congress, or Resident Com-
missioner, shall be admitted to any share or part of thia lease con-
tract, or to any benefit that may arise therefrom; but this provision
shall not be comstrued to extend to this lease contract if made wich a
corporation far its general bemefic.

19. 1In connection with the performance of work under thia ¢on-
tract, the Lessee agrees not to discriminate against any employes
or applicant for employment because of race, sex, religion, color, or
national origin. The aforesaid provision shall include, but not be
limited to, the following: employment, upgrading. democion or transfer;
recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or termination; rates
of pay orrother forms of cowpensation; and selection for rrainiug,
including apprenticeship. The Lessee agrees to post in counsgpicuous
places, available for employees and applicants for employﬁent, aocices
to be provided by the contracting officer setting forch the provisions

of che nondiscrimination clause.
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IN WITNESS WIEREOF, the parties ha- e hereunto subscribed their

names as of the date first above written.

LESSOR:

State of Wisconsin, Actiag By and Through the

Department of Natural Resources

SRSV

Secretary

gﬁncure)

IN PRESENCE OF:

!

—— "‘ C
/il/./‘:’,/j;:‘-ﬁ-f - - /‘/- ’5—? N, -y

(Official Title)

Box L50, Madison, Wisconsin 93701

(Signa;ure)

LESSEE:

United States of America

—y /
By'77(jtgj? 7 ///4{

(Addresa)

Acting Director, North Central
Forest Experiment Station, Forzst
Service Department of Agriculture

/TSignature)
IN PRESENCE OF:

\—//“ /
‘.‘" " W ,/

z

(Official Title)

3078 Mildred Drive
St. Paul, Minaesota 35113

(S«gnature)

(Address)
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COULEE EXPERIMENTAIL STATE FOREST

The Coulee State Forest consists of approximately 2972 acres of public land. This forestry

land is open for hunting, cross-country skiing, hiking, and horseback riding.
No camping or campfires permitted.

hunting regulations apply.

Statewide

Coulee State Forest is located in La Crosse County (Deer Management Unit 59D and Turkey

Management Unit 8) and has a parking lot off of CTH II, South of Bangor.

Principle game

species of this area include deer, ruffed grouse, squirrels, turkeys and rabbits. The
habitat consists primarily of upland timber and open fields.

EMERGENCY INFORMATION:

Lutheran Hospital
1910 South Avenue

La Crosse, WI 54601
(608)785-0530

St. Francis Hospital
700 West Avenue South
La Crosse, WI 54601

LOCAL. WARDEN:

DNR, Area Headquarters
Russ Wilson

3550 Mormon Coulee Rd.
Room 104, SOB

La Crosse, WI 54601
work: (608)785-9971
home: (608)787-5849

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

DNR, Area Headquarters
Forester
3550 Mormon Coulee Road
Room 104, -SOB-
La Crosse, WI 54601
(608)785-9000

b i

i

(608)785-0940 1

PROPERTY IS OPEN TO HUNTING

DURING REGULAR SEASONS. NO

CAMPING OR FIRES OF ANY KIND.

NO TARGET/TRAP SHOOTING IS

AVUOWED. NO MOTORIZED VEHIGULAR
"FIC EXCEPT ON COUNTY, TOQWN-
-2 AND/CR FOREST ROAD.

LEGEND

BOUNDARY

(FENCES ARD/OR. SIGNS)
*TRAILS
TOWN ROADS —m—m——

COUNTY ROADS

*TRATLS ARE FIELD ROADS, OLD
LOGGING ROADS, MOWED FIRELANES
AND/OR COMBINATIONS OF ALL
THESE, THEY ARE NOT MARKED,
AND IN SOME CASES, ARE NOT

.............

_ Ausslan Coulee Road

I’ REGULARLY MAINTAINED,

Cm.
“

N

h;T

Te S

9/93



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


